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THE BUTTAHATCHIE RIVER: 
 
  

 
OPPORTUNIES FOR 
COMMON GROUND? 

  



The Nature Conservancy 

• Target high quality 
habitat 

• Preservation  
• Habitat improvement 
• Connectivity 



The Nature Conservancy 



Buttahatchie River Watershed 



Why  work on the Buttahatchie River?  

Rare and unique fish 
communities and species  
 
TNC Priority Conservation Area 
 
Home to: 
Mussels: 

• 5 threatened or endangered 
species 

• 9 species of special concern 
Fish: 

• 6 species of special concern 
 

 



The Buttahatchie River and tributaries 
make up one of the highest quality 
aquatic systems in Mississippi 
 

Why  work on the Buttahatchie Rive  
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Tenn-Tom Waterway 



Approximately 6500 
feet of the Buttahatchie 
River was cut off during 
the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway construction.  



History of the Buttahatchie River 



Buttahatchie River 

 
 

Tenn-Tom Waterway 

Buttahatchie  
River 

Columbus Air Force Base 



Buttahatchie River 
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Buttahatchie  
River 

Severely eroding 
banks 

Severely eroding 
banks 

Columbus Air Force Base 



Buttahatchie River 

 
 

7000 feet or 1.3 miles 



Buttahatchie River 
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Buttahatchie River, Project 1 
Stabilization Demonstration 
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Buttahatchie River, Project 1 
Stabilization Demonstration 

 
 



Buttahatchie River 
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Buttahatchie River 

 
 



Buttahatchie River 



Buttahatchie River 



Quarry capture: Project #2 



Buttahatchie River 

Drain Plug 



Buttahatchie River 



Quarry capture 

Dave Derrick’s  
Colorful Design 

 
 



Buttahatchie Design 



Buttahatchie Design 



Buttahatchie River 

 
 



Buttahatchie River 

 
 



Buttahatchie River 

 
 



 
 

• High quality habitat  
• Sediment affecting the Tenn-Tom Waterway 
• Completed successful pilot projects  
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Why  work on the Buttahatchie River?  



 
 

• High quality habitat  
• Sediment affecting the Tenn-Tom Waterway 
• Completed successful pilot projects  

• Potential to invest $ to save $? 
• And improve habitat?  

Why  work on the Buttahatchie River?  



For  more information…. 

Brad Maurer 
Freshwater Hydrologist 
bmaurer@tnc.org 
(601) 709-4757 Ext. 108 (Office) 
(769) 233-1053 (cell)  
(601) 982-9499 (Fax)  
 

The Nature Conservancy 
Mississippi Field Office  
405 Briarwood Drive, Suite 101 
Jackson, MS 39206 

     nature.org/mississippi  
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