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BUT — LIFE'S NOT ALWAYS A BEACH......
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MOBILE HARBOR — AL Gulf Coast

- -RSM initiative (2011):
| Develop Interagency Working Group
1 (IWG)

% -IWG’s Role:

&4 Develop long/short-term fine-grained

| sediment strategies/BU opportunities to
yae accommodate Port and USACE disposal
L | needs

| -First Obvious Conclusion:

Need to keep sediments (dredge
material) in the bay system
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 415 sq mi bay area with average depth of 10 feet and over 135 miles of shoreline. 
Mobile River Basin 2nd largest delta in the US.  60 M Tons annually – ranked in top 10 ports in U.S.
 One of the most diverse ecosystems in the US
Designated as 1 of 28 National Estuary Programs in 1995.
Corps removes 1.4 MCY from River, 4.5 MCY from Bay and 300KCY from Bar annually
Lost within-bay disposal WRDA 86 – forced all bay material to ocean disposal via hopper/barge
Table disposal issue with IWG – started brainstorming
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Presentation Notes
-IWG interested in several options –short-term and long-term
-RSM helped fund watershed studies and Sediment Budget to help us understand the system (Delta)
-IWG also requested more detailed data to support within bay disposal
-Corps spent $1M to perform and test thin-layer demo placing 9 MCY with ERDC performing the testing (sediment profiling 219, SEDflume 185 pushcores, in hopes to save $6-8M.
-Meantime - Brookley Hole was one of the first actual products of the IWG (dramatic increase in fish density) followed by a small biodegradable containment demo
IWG members spent resources conducting SAV surveys, Water quality data and $84K to conduct a phase 1 cultural survey of the potenitial BU footprint near little sand island



IWG's Results:

-Developed alternating
Bay placement areas
eliminating hopper
monopoly (permit 2014).

-Bay Placement reduces
annual project cost $6-8M
annually.

-Commitment to pursue
large BU Placement site
for USACE and ASPA.
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-Permits obtained in 2014
-Still working towards the 1,000 acre BU Site that will service both the Corps and ASPA


Singing River Island 2012:
- 20 Year Disposal Capacity/BU Site

- 425 Acre Tidal Marsh
- Part of MS BU Master-plan
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Presentation Notes
-Constructed with FCCE Funds in 2012
-Part of the Congressman Taylor initiative to develop the MS Masterplan for using dredge materials
-First use was 2015 using adjacent O&M material


®
Round Island 2016-17

-Constructed by DEQ $12M

-Filled by USACE $12M (Rental
Dredge — 3.5 MCY)

-Corps’ Role = Material Donor
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-Containment constructed in 2016
-Corps performed New-Work rental cutterhead job in 2016-2017 filling the site with over 3.5 MCY.
-Site is over 200 acres in size
-Direct result of having a BU Masterplan and a good working group grounded in RSM priciples.


Key Take Always Learned thru RSM )

Fine grained materials are valuable
resources

Being a material donor increases
BU/RSM opportunities

Must develop Multi-Disciplinary Teams
and Partners

Replace inherited perceptions with
scientific facts
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